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I decline to accept the end of man.
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I believe that man will not

merely endure: he will prevail. He is immortal, not because he alone
among creatures has an inexhaustible voice, but because he has a
soul, a spirit capable of compassion and sacrifice and endurance.
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William Faulkner: Nobel Prize Speech
Stockholm, December 10, 1950
I feel that this award was not made to me as a man, but to my work-a life's
work in the agony and sweat of the human spirit, not for glory and least of all
for profit, but to create out of the materials of the human spirit something which
did not exist before. So this award is only mine in trust. It will not be difficult to
find a dedication for the money part of it commensurate with the purpose and
significance of its origin. But I would like to do the same with the acclaim too,
by using this moment as a pinnacle from which I might be listened to by the
young men and women already dedicated to the same anguish and travail,
among whom is already that one who will some day stand where I am standing.
Our tragedy today is a general and universal physical fear so long sustained by
now that we can even bear it. There are no longer problems of the spirit. There is
only one question: When will I be blown up? Because of this, the young man or
woman writing today has forgotten the problems of the human heart in conflict
with itself which alone can make good writing because only that is worth
writing about, worth the agony and the sweat.
He must learn them again. He must teach himself that the basest of all things is
to be afraid: and, teaching himself that, forget it forever, leaving no room in his
workshop for anything but the old verities and truths of the heart, the universal
truths lacking which any story is ephemeral and doomed-love and honor and
pity and pride and compassion and sacrifice. Until he does so, he labors under a,
curse. He writes not of love but of lust, of defeats in which nobody loses

·

anything of value, of victories without hope and, worst of all, without pity or
compassion. His griefs grieve on no universal bones, leaving no scars. He writes
not of the heart but of the glands.
Until he learns these things, he will write as though he stood among and
watched the end of man. I decline to accept the end of man. It is easy enough to
say that man is immortal simply because he will endure: that when the last
ding-dong of doom has clanged and faded from the last worthless rock hanging
tideles§ in .the last red and dying evening, that even then there will still be one
more sound: that of his puny inexhaustible voice, still talking. I refuse to accept
l. He is immortal,
this. I believe that man will not merely endure: he will prevai
but because he
not because he alone among creatures has an inexhaustible voice,
a�ce. The
has a soul, a spirit capable of compassion and sacrifice and ndu
pnvilege to help
poet's, the writer's, duty is to write about these things. It is his
e and honor and
man endure by lifting his heart, by reminding him of the courag
have een the glory
hope and pride and compassion and pity and sacrifice which
man, it can be one
of his past. The poet's voice need not merely be the r�cord of
of the props, the pillars to help him endure and prevail.
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William Faulkner's

��

Essays, Speeches, and Public Letters
•

William Faulkner was not particularly well-suited to public speaking. His short stature, his shy
demeanor, quiet voice and deep Southern dialect all were factors which made it difficult at
times for listeners to understand, or even to hear, what he was saying. Nevertheless, he
sometimes strnck gold, as his 1950 Nobel Prize speech demonstrates. A reluctant prize

recipient, who tried to find good cause not to go to Sweden to accept the award, and a terrified
speaker, his speech was initially unintelligible to those in attendance. It was only the next day,
when the words of his speech were printed in the newspaper, that commentators would
recognize the quality of his speech.
Faulkner did not write very many nonfiction essays, and those few that he did write often bore
strong stylistic similarities to his fiction. In fact, he mingled fact and fiction in his most
famous essay, "Mississippi."
Many of Faulkner's essays and other public nonfiction works were collected in Essays,

Speeches, and Public Letters (New York: Random House, 1965), edited by James B.

Meriwether.
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Rachel Rawlings
I sing the body hand-cranked
sing smooth wooden limbs
riding DaVinci's hang glider
a golem of balsa and paper
kite string and chewing gum
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Los Alamos scientists on leave for stress
The Associated Press

LOS ALAMOS, N.M. - Los
Alamos
National
Laboratory
placed about 35 members of a
nuclear weai)ons group on paid
leave for a week to recuperate
from stress related to an investigation into the disappearance of
two computer hard drives from a
vault in a top secret area.
"The attention focused on these
employees due to the computer

- BANGOK' DAI LY
- submiifeo( by

phofu by k'ATHEfC!NE IXJNtrffoef0E

What is Wrong with Janet Reno?
up

the

pick

Aue;..

_
_
___
_

NEWS,

I) Z.Ooc

SNz.i!Q.. Holtz_

pickpickpickpickpickpickpickpickpick

Virgil Suarez
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hard drive incident has had an
impact on their work," lab
spokesman Jim Danneskiold said
Monday. They are on leave for
"rest and recuperation," he said.
"It is not administrative leave;
it is not disciplinary leave; it is
authorized leave" similar to what
the lab offered employees who lost
homes in a wildfire in May,
Danneskiold said.
They are due to return to work
Aug. 7.
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Virgil Suarez

was born in Havana, Cuba in 1962. Since 1974 he has lived in the United States. He is the
author of over fifteen books of prose and poetry, most recently of the poetry collection titled
In the Republic ofLonging. His poetry, stories, translations, and essays continue to be
published in journals and reviews the likes of Wilshire Review, Flyway, 1he New York
Quarterly, 1he Bitter Oleander, and LUNA, and many others nationally and internationally.
Next year Palm Crows, his fifth collection of poems, will be out. Currently he is at work on a
new collection tentatively titled Caliban Ponders Chaos. When he is not tending the garden,
he divides his time between Miami and Tallahassee where he lives with his family.
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